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Abstract
Form as Content

Formalistic analysis of Gamal-al-Din Esfahani’ Tarkibband

Samira Bameshki

(Assistant Professor of Persian Language & Literature, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad)

The poem by Gamal-al-Din Esfahani about the praising of prophet among similar works is very
famous and popular. The main reason is that the poem has special structure based on eleven stanzas
and each of them has nine couple exception of two stanzas. The main question is how the poem’s
design and numbers as a sign has connected the form and meaning together? Or what is the
relationship between the numbers and the theme of work? The method is structuralism and
narratology. It can be concluded that the structure of poem follows the design of old world cosmology.
There is a kind of intertextuality in applying of this plot. Design is a recurrent motif throughout the
poem. Design and number are, indeed, the principles upon which the poem is based.

Key Words: Tarkibband, design of numbers, form, meaning, formalism.



